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WHAT’S ON LATEST NEWS SERVICE TIMES

Not so long ago in a sermon I used a quote
from a theologian named Rudolph Bultmann.
Also mentioned in the sermon was
Bultmann’s great rival, the Swiss German Karl
Barth.

One reason for mentioning these two rivals
was that to remember we can learn from 
others, indeed even the ‘other side.’
However, the deep point was for us to really
hear the New Commandment Jesus gave us,
as recorded in John 13 v 31ff

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you should love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.

The familiarity of these words can sometimes lull us into a false sense
of security. No, these words are a commandment. And this 
commandment is given to the people of faith. And Jesus says that
people will recognise us as Christians by our fulfilment of the 
commandment.

When the Church is most faithfully you can see this commandment
in action, along with other deeply Christian characteristics: 
forgiveness, resurrection hope, mercy, justice, peace, care for the
poor, outcasts and strangers.

These characteristics are seen in the wider world, but easily cast
aside. We are not to follow the way of the world should that 
diminish, exploit, blame, ostracise and demonise. Across Europe this
is what is happening. So Bultmann’s quote comes to mind for
Christians

It is not the effect that it has on world history that legitimises the
Christian faith, but its strangeness within the world.

Whilst we are in the world as the Church and individual Christians
we must always look to the strangeness of the Christian Gospel to
challenge our own thinking and life.

It is strange being a Christian, perhaps more so now than for 
centuries past. Strangely, we may find our new calling as the Church
in this. 

And the New Commandment will be written on our hearts.

Rev Dugald Cameron

The Minister and Elders of Kilmore & Oban 
invite you to join with them in the 

celebration of the

SACRAMENT OF 
HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY 2nd JUNE 2019

at THE PARISH CHURCH at 10.30am
and at 

KILMORE CHURCH at 12 noon
ALL ARE WELCOME

––––––––––

A shorter, less formal, service is held at
the PARISH CHURCH on

Wednesday 5th June at 3.00pm 
A service is also held at
Dunmar Court 

on Monday 3rd  June at 2.00pm
––––––––––

A short preparatory service for this Communion is held at
7.00pm on the preceding Friday evening in the church.

All are very welcome to attend. 

This service is particularly helpful for elders 
scheduled to serve the sacrament on the Sunday.

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK



I arrived in Santiago on the 30th of April
having walked 216 kilometres in the 
footsteps of St James from Ponferrada 
near Leon in Northern Spain. 

The Camino de Santiago is an ancient 
pilgrimage route from France to the 
magnificent Cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela in Galicia. During the 10th
Century the relics of St James were
entombed in a silver casket over which the
great Cathedral was built. Celts and the
Romans also headed west on the route
towards the solar temple of Ara Solis at
Finisterre on the Atlantic coast. There are
many routes to choose from but the French
Way is the classic. The route has been
developed over the last 30 years and was
the first European Cultural Itinerary and is
on UNESCO’s World Heritage list. There
are distinctive scallop shell signs and yellow
arrows to direct you and the distance to
Santiago counts down as you go.  

Our walk was mostly off road and varied,
up hills higher than Ben Nevis, through
woodlands of chestnut, oak, eucalyptus
and pine. There were wonderful wild 
flowers alpine daffodils- mini daffs bobbing
in the sunshine, primroses, orchids and
gentians. The cuckoos were heard nearly
every day. The weather was also varied, wet,
cold and sunny. People walking a day behind
us experienced snow in the hills while we
had torrential rain lower down. There are
lots of places to eat and rest so there was
no real hardship. We met people from all
over the world of all ages and abilities all
with their own reasons for being on The
Camino. We were on the walk over Easter
and watched the many processions in 
different towns as people prepared for and
celebrated Easter. Quite different from our
own, much more measured traditions.

The Pilgrim Passport or Credencial allows
you to stay at pilgrim hostels and, if
appropriately stamped along the route
proves the distance you have walked.
Walkers need to complete the last 100Km
from Sarria to Santiago to qualify for the
Compostela certificate, issued by the
Cathedral’s Pilgrim Welcome Office near
the Cathedral.  

Arriving at the Cathedral was overwhelming.
Its size, splendour and the significance of
reaching the end of the endeavour was
unexpected. The Cathedral is set in a large
square and there were people standing or
lying down looking about them and taking
in the scene. Larger groups cheered as they
came down the steps to the square clearly
overjoyed at arriving at last.  I collected my
certificate and my certificate of distance for
good measure and ponder on where next?

Hilary Brown

KIRK SESSION 
CONFERENCE

Our elders will be heading off for an 
afternoon conference on Sunday 15th
September. Our topic will be the 
development of Oban Parish church. 
We will address the issues of the 
flexibility, presentation, accessibility and
adaptability of the whole building. We aim
to make this a place for 21st century use
whilst respecting the integrity of the
building and its story. A focus for our
planning will be the celebration in 2021 of
200 years of worship on our present 
site. 1821 saw the opening of the Chapel
of Ease which in time made way for our
present building.

WALKING THE CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 
(THE WAY OF SAINT JAMES)

COFFEE AND
CAKE 

Sunday 2nd June
We will be holding a Coffee and Cake
immediately after worship in Oban
Parish church. This will be for Hope
Kitchen and will be organised by Islay
Cameron. She has done this on several
occasions before for Christian Aid.
However, Islay has been a volunteer
with Hope Kitchen for a good while.
We also look forward to welcoming
some of the folk from across the road.
Islay is looking for donation of cakes,
and for helpers on the day. Please let
Islay know if you can help on 562405
(church office no. and the manse out of
office hours).



REV JOHNNY PATON
It is with great sadness we acknowledge
the sudden loss of Rev Johnny Paton, a
distinguished minister who was serving
on the Isle of Mull. We extend our 
sympathies and condolences to his wife,
Cathy and his family. We hold them and
his congregations in our thoughts and
prayers at this tragic time. Johnny has
been walking on An Teallach, near
Ullapool, whilst in holiday.

Rev Dr Roderick Campbell, Moderator of
Argyll Presbytery, conducted a united
service at Salen Church where all his 
congregations: Kilninian and Kilmore,
Salen and Ulva, Tobermory, Torosay and
Kinlochspelvie gathered together with 
representatives of Presbytery.

There was also a huge congregation which
gathered at Johnny’s funeral in Salen
Church on Thursday 16th May. Particularly
poignant was the singing of Mull Gaelic
Choir of which Johnny was a member.

We are blessed in the ordination of six new elders to Kilmore and Oban: Lesley Crawford,
Fiona MacPhee, Liz Clunie, Fiona Dickie, Penny Peterson and Rachael Turnbull. May God’s
blessing be upon them and may we all be supportive to them in their new calling.

KIRK SESSION

Two wee cousins were baptised together
on Sunday 5th May – Lewis Hector
MacLean and Callum Anthony Storr. They
are John MacLean’s grandchildren.

John had done some family history
research from the Baptismal records here in
Oban Parish Church. 

114 years ago April 1905, the boys 
Great-great-grandfather John MacLean 

was baptised along with two of his 
brothers. The minister was Rev Alexander
Duff. Our  church building was then only
12 years old.

John’s name is on the war memorial, 
having lost his life in WW2.

So much has changed since then yet it is
the same loving God who blesses us in
baptism, and keep us in his eternal love.

BAPTISM HISTORY

MAOLACHY'S 
GARDEN

Lochavich, by Kilmelford
www.scotlandsgardens.org/

maolachy-s-garden/

Open to the public under the Scotland’s
Gardens scheme, the garden will benefit
Hope Kitchen. Definitely worth a visit.

Three acres of woodland garden with a
tumbling burn - created in a small glen
over 40 years. At an altitude of 450 feet
and two weeks behind the coastal changes,
we have a shorter growing season. By not
struggling to grow tender or late species
we can enjoy those that are happy to grow
well here and give us all much pleasure.
Snowdrops, followed by early rhododendrons,
masses of daffodils in many varieties, 
bluebells, wildflowers and azaleas, primulas
and irises. A productive vegetable patch
and tunnel feed the gardener and family.

Directions: Ignore SatNav. A816 to
Kilmelford. Turn uphill between shop and
church, signposted Lochavich 6, steep and
twisty road with hairpin bend shortly after
leaving village, check for passing places.
Maolachy Drive is four miles from village.
Cross three county cattle grids; after the
third, ignore the foresty tracks to left and
right. Continue downhill towards Loch
Avich, and Maolachy is up on the left, first
house after Kilmelford.



WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
AT KILMORE & OBAN

EDITORIAL: Ken MacColl
Our next edition will be available on Sunday 30th June 2019. 

Copy and photographs should be at the Church Office or sent direct to 
the editor at kenmaccoll@btinternet.com by Monday 24th June 2019.

Photographs and short news items are always welcome. 
Ken MacColl (01631) 566515  or  kenmaccoll@btinternet.com 

Friday 31st May 
19.00 PC Preparatory Service 

Sunday 2nd June    
10.30 PC Holy Communion 
12.00 K Holy Communion – 

With Sacrament of Baptism 

Monday 3rd June 
14.00 Dunmar Court – Holy Communion 

Sunday 9th June   
10.30 PC Morning Worship – 

With Sacrament of Baptism 

Sunday 16th June       
10.30 PC Morning Worship 

Sunday 23rd June       
10.30 PC Morning Worship 

Sunday 30th June 
10.00 CC Family Faithshare
10.30 PC Morning Worship 
15.00 PC Gaelic Service

KEY: CC – Church Centre
K – Kilmore Kirk
PC – Oban Parish Church

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE
Funerals ...Nothing can separate us from the Love of God

Elaine Shedden of MacDougall Court, Oban

Elenore Moira Cousins of Etive Park, North Connel 

Alasdair Watt of Castle Road, Oban  

Baptisms ...And a child shall lead them

Callum Anthony Storr 

Lewis Hector MacLean 

Karl Barth was a Swiss Reformed theologian who is most well known for his
landmark Epistle to the Romans. He was bravely and deeply involved 
struggle against Nazism through the Confessing Church and authorship of
the Barmen Declaration.. His five volume theological summa the Church
Dogmatics (published in twelve part-volumes between 1932-1967) has
been hugely influential. Barth's influence expanded well beyond the 
academic realm to mainstream culture, leading him to be featured on the
cover of Time on April 20, 1962, and Pope Pius XII said Barth was “the
greatest theologian since Thomas Aquinas.”

Karl Barth's theological career began while he was known as the "Red Pastor
from Safenwil"[ Switzerland. Karl Barth began to depart from his former 
liberal training and began to garner substantial worldwide acclaim. Barth
had been deeply depressed by the inability of theologians and churches to
take a stand against the jingoism and subsequent horrors of the First World
War. Barth influenced many significant theologians such as Dietrich
Bonhoeffer who supported the Confessing Church and Jürgen Moltmann,
Scotland’s Thomas F. Torrance, Hans Küng, and also and novelists such as
John Updike and Miklós Szentkuthy. Among many other areas, Barth has
also had a profound influence on modern Christian ethics.

KARL BARTH 
(May 10, 1886 – December 10, 1968) 


