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SRI LANKA – A Letter from the
Church of Scotland Moderator

During May the General
Assembly of the Church of
Scotland will meet. There
once was a time when
the General Assembly liked
to think of itself as a
substitute for a Scottish
Parliament. It certainly was
a debating chamber that
brought together people
from all parts of the country. And, when the
Church and Nation Committee reported and
arguments ensued over the political landscape of
Scotland the gathering did feel like a Parliament.
It is now twenty years since the Holyrood
Parliament re-convened – having been in abeyance
since 1707. As another minister has written,
‘Twenty years on, the Scottish Parliament … is
proof that yesterday’s radicalism and today’s
disruptions can become tomorrow’s common sense.’
The national focus is certainly now less on the
proceedings of the General Assembly. Whilst the
Church still looks outward into areas of national
life, and beyond the borders of Scotland, we have
also been forced by societal changes to look at our
own way of being church.
God’s kingdom continues to break through. The
Church needs to find ways to live in the light of
this in the 21st century. There are no ‘right’
answers to how to reform the Kirk. As Rev Dr Doug
Gay wrote, ‘While faith enables us to take risks, it
should also protect us from believing that
everything depends on our strategies and schemes.’
Perhaps the present confusion in our national
church life is not such a bad thing after all. Radical
and new things emerge and, as can be argued,
“today’s disruptions can become tomorrow’s
common sense.”

Dear all,
Everyone has been stunned and shocked by the events of Easter Sunday in
Sri Lanka. Churches the length and breadth of Scotland have joined with
others throughout the world in praying for our brothers and sisters in Christ
since that awful day when Christians gathered to celebrate the resurrection
of our Lord and lost their lives so violently. We have remembered too, those in
the hotels targeted.
Our congregation of St. Andrew’s, Colombo, are very much in our hearts at this
time. We give thanks for their safety and also for their courage and for the
courage of other congregations, in continuing to meet for worship.
You may also be aware of the crowdfunding initiative being led by Rev Dr Liam
Fraser, Campus Minister at Edinburgh University on Just Giving. It has already
raised over £1740. These donations will be channelled as soon as possible
through St Andrew's Scots Kirk and the National Christian Council of Sri
Lanka to help with their relief efforts. The link to the Just Giving page is:
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/srilankabombings?utm_medium=email&ut
m_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=20190428_114260.
I know there are other initiatives that can be supported too, which is
wonderful. Please keep praying!

Rev Dugald Cameron
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ORDINATION
OF ELDERS

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
12 – 18th May

We are blessed as a congregation in seven
people called to eldership. All are called to
serve in a particular form of discipleship
within our Church. The Ordinations will
take place in both of our worship places,
thus recognising we are one church
yet serving in two locations. Our new
elders being ordained in Oban are Penny
Peterson, Fiona MacPhee, Lesley Crawford
and Rachael Turnbull. Fiona Dickie and Liz
Clunie will be ordained in Kilmore Kirk.
May you hold them in your prayers.

LORN CHRISTIAN
NETWORK
Long gone are the days of a Ministers’
fraternal; a gathering of male clergy,
enveloped in pipe smoke – perhaps waited
upon by some poor wife weighed down
with scones. Rev Dugald claims he
remembers such occasions. Today the
local clergy and various other representing
other forms of ministry and Christian
groups meet every two months of so. The
group goes by the title of the Lorn
Christian Network. As well as mutual
support the gathering allows us to share
ideas and concerns. We hope it leads to
minimising duplication of effort and
instead co-operation to present the
Gospel together.

Fatmata went into labour, she set out on
foot to hospital. The road was long and
she struggled to keep walking under the
baking sun. She never made it. Jebbeh told
us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger.
She died on the side of the road. She never
gave birth.’
The Church founded Christian Aid Week
to fight for equality, dignity and freedom
for all. By holding a retiring offering this
year, we can support some of our most
vulnerable sisters and brothers – like the
communities in Sierra Leone that we're
focusing on this Christian Aid Week.
A lack of healthcare means Sierra Leone is
the world’s most dangerous place to
become a mum. Tragically, 10 women will
die today from giving birth there.

Here is a date for your diary – well in
advance! We plan a day out around
Kerrera, which is part of our parish.
Details, timings etc. to follow.

Together we can fight for a just, equal
world for people like Jebbeh.

As Jebbeh's baby grows, it’s not joy that
fills her heart but fear. When her sister

In Kilmore and Oban, we will have our
retiring offering on Sunday 19th May.
Envelopes will have been given out in the
Order of Service the previous Sunday.
However, should you have a door to door
collector please prioritise your giving to
him or her.

APPLICATIONS

CROCHET CROSSES

We have advertised for a new Parish
Assistant and await applications. The
process is managed by 121 George Street,
who are the employers. Sine MacVicar
and Christine MacBryde along with
the minister adapted Rev Chris’ job
specification and this is what goes out to
interested people. Please keep this process
in your prayers.

Around 50 crosses were handed out
after Easter Sunday worship. These were
made by a friend of Glen Low, Mrs Betty
Miller of Ballieston, by Glasgow. Rev
Dugald has written to thank her. She
helped to make that day so special in the
life of the church.

Help people like Jebbeh

CHURCH WALK
Saturday July 13th

As her due date looms closer, Jebbeh fears
she could be next. ‘I pray, when that day
comes, God will help me to deliver safely,
so that I can have a bouncing baby and I’ll
be healthy,’ she says.

EASTER SUNDAY

GAELIC SERVICE
Our monthly Gaelic service will be held
in Oban Parish Church on Sunday 26th
May at 2.00pm. Our worship will be led
by Alastair Scouller. Please come along
whether you are a learner or fluent speaker.

NEW LIFE IN FAITH
When there are so many difficult issues
facing the Church at present, throughout
Argyll, Scotland and well beyond it is
important to witness God’s Kingdom
breaking through again and again. Over
four weeks in May and June we will see 11
children baptised in Kilmore and Oban.
Further, the Recorder Group has
re-launched with 8 children! They may
play in worship for the first time in June.
Also, we are ordaining six new elders.
Family Faithshare has increased in
numbers over the last several months,
and Easter Sunday was the busiest in a
long time. Why state this? Because so
often - is it human nature? – we focus on
the negative, so it is worth putting it out
there that we are resurrection people. God
is faithful to us.

RECORDER GROUP
Our junior Recorder Group has
re-launched. Now on Tuesdays at
3.30pm for 45 minutes, it is open to P6
and P7 pupils. If you know of interested
young people, just let their folks know.
More details from Doreen Henderson or
Penny Peterson.

PRAYER
GROUP
Our day is changing
to Tuesday – still
at 11.30am.
Everyone is welcome
to join us in the
Church Centre. The
forthcoming dates for Prayer group are: May
7th, 14th, 21st, - then June 11th, 25th.
We will then meet again in September.
photos by Alex Clark

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
AT KILMORE & OBAN
Sunday 5th May

10.30

PC

12.00

K

Morning Worship with Baptism
and Ordination of Elders
Morning Worship with Ordination
of Elders

Sunday 12th May (Remember Hope Kitchen)

10.30

PC

Morning Worship (Christian Aid)

Sunday 19th May

10.30

PC

Morning Worship

Sunday 26th May

10.00
10.30
14.00

CC
PC
PC

Family Faithshare
Morning Worship
Gaelic Worship

KEY: CC – Church Centre
K – Kilmore Kirk
PC – Oban Parish Church

CELEBRATIONS OF LIFE
Funerals ...Nothing can separate us from the Love of God
Agnes Currie of Hazeldean Crescent, Oban
Lexy Forsyth of Glenfoot Terrace, Oban
Graeme McCracken of Morvern Hill, Oban
Marion MacLachlan of Battery Terrace, Oban
Willie Reid of Longsdale Terrace, Oban
Irene Moore of Corelli Court, Oban
Ian Smith of Hanover Street, Dunoon

A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF THE CHURCH
CENTRE.
IT IS BUSY!

EDITORIAL:

Ken MacColl
Our next edition will be available
on Sunday 26th May 2019.
Copy and photographs should be
at the Church Office or sent direct to
the editor at kenmaccoll@btinternet.com
by Monday 20th May 2019.

Photographs and short news items
are always welcome.
Ken MacColl (01631) 566515
or kenmaccoll@btinternet.com

FROM A CHURCH
NEWSLETTER
– NOT THIS ONE!
The Low Self-Esteem Group meets
Thursday 7.00pm in the hall. Would
you please use the back door.

