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‘Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes
and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown
on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the
one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet
such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away.[c] 22 As for what was sown among thorns,
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

Reflection on the Parable

Introduction
The Bible says more about money, economics and making a living
than any other subject. It is clear, therefore, that God wants us to
be in a right relationship with money and this will aid us in our
quest to be in a right relationship with God.
In our daily lives we have to make lots of decisions. Many if not most
of these have some dimension of money attached to them, whether
the decisions we have to make are to do with our family, our
community or our nation. It is vital that we make decisions which
will impact for the best on those around us (including ourselves).

Parables and Possessions
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 The Parable of the Sower

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake.
2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told
them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to
sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and
since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears[a] listen!’

Jesus spoke in parables. He encouraged faith and challenged
complacency with stories which had multiple layers of meaning
for those with ears to hear. The parable of the sower is an
optimistic telling of how God is at work to bring about the
Kingdom. Though some of his listeners may be tempted to despair
that God’s Kingdom would never break in to transform their lives,
the sower advocates confidence as he scatters seeds on promising
soil and difficult soil without discrimination. The sower knows,
and the listeners know, that the job of ploughing in the seed, done
after rather than before sowing, will finish the job and give
maximum chance for an abundant harvest.
Matthew interprets the story for a church facing trials and
temptations. The seed is now ‘the word about the kingdom’ and
one temptation to be avoided is ‘the delight of riches’ which may
‘choke the word’ (verse 22).
Notice that Matthew does not suggest that material possessions
are in themselves wrong or necessarily harmful to the Christian.
The warning is not that God’s word has been rejected by the
followers of Jesus in favour of materialism, but that like seed it is
easily choked by other concerns and appetites.
In Scottish society today there is unprecedented access to ‘stuff’,
those things which seem to crowd out and take over our interests
and our lives. Our society tells us that if we are to be truly happy
then we must have luxury goods. An in-flight magazine for a
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major airline has a section on ‘Lust-Have’
items, a department store uses the slogan
‘life made fabulous’. Meanwhile there is a
growing inequality in our country; some
enjoy considerable amounts of disposable
income while many others struggle to get
by at all.

STEWARDSHIP
SPECIAL

Jesus proclaims that a life made meaningful
is one which receives God’s word like good

soil receives good seed. A happy life is one
in which God’s word roots itself deeply.
Temptations may come but they will not
cut deep enough to destroy those roots.
As his followers we seek the grace to be
good soil. Then, with Jesus, we may
anticipate a harvest of fruit many times
more than might have been expected from
the seeds scattered.

What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me.?
Psalm 116 v 12

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Luke 12 v 34

PROPERTY UPDATE
Property Expenses can be considerable as
we maintain our buildings. The Property
Committee works within a budget for the
general maintenance of our four buildings.
Month by month expenses need to come
from with our annual income.
Parish Church: In the autumn we will

hopefully finally address the pigeon
problem in the Parish Church spire. We
will also have a grounds tidy before winter
sets in. The Property Committee is aware
of the need to paint areas with the
sanctuary and vestry though we cannot
move in these matters until the building
has dried out after the gable end repointing
and the roof re-slate. Our Kirk Session is
looking at various upgrades to the sanctuary
as we will celebrate our 200th anniversary
on this site in 2021. The aim is to make
the building suitable for the needs of our
congregation into the future.
Church Centre: work will be done – in

house – on the main hall floor. We are
conscious of the need to maintain the
building to the highest standard as we
meet our Health and Safety requirements.
This property is widely used by the
community at a fair rate in a competitive
market. Currently we are renewing ventilation
ducts and repairing room wall dividers.
Kilmore Kirk: work here is in limbo as we
await a response from Scottish Water’s
Business Stream re connect the church.
Once that has happened we will again
work on the upgrade of the building.

STEPPING FORWARD IN FAITH
– OUR LIFE

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK
Stepping Forward in Faith 2019 is the logo
for our autumn Stewardship Campaign.
Over the course of four weeks we are
presenting before the congregation our
aim to raise the giving of our people to
meet the needs of our common life
together.
From the very beginning we want everyone
to know that this is not a campaign where
people are pressurised, or made to feel
uncomfortable. No one will ever be asked
about how much he or she can afford. That
is entirely personal to you. However, it is
our responsibility as a congregation to
present where we are and where we need
to be in our financial position; not to do so
would be irresponsible.
It is 10 years since we last had a stewardship
campaign and its success can be seen in
that its positive effects have lasted for a
decade!
In that decade so many things have
changed, and of course, prices have risen.

We need to address our deficit and set
ourselves up for another period where we
can explore being the church today.
We have devoted this edition of the
newsletter to stewardship in Kilmore and
Oban. A regular format newsletter will
come out next in November. It is our
normal practice to be conscious of cost
savings. Though, as you will see elsewhere
in the information we are sharing, 75-80%
of our costs are fixed – we have no ability
to reduce these outlays.
Our aim is to be positive about the life of
our congregation in a very fast changing
Scotland. Kilmore and Oban has an
important future under the guidance of
God’s Holy Spirit, as we adapt and grow in
faith in the 21st century.
Please give prayerful consideration to our
Stewardship campaign – Stepping Forward
in Faith 2019
Rev Dugald Cameron
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2021 VISION
The year 2021 will see us mark 200 years
of there being a church building on the
current Parish Church site. We will give
thanks for the vibrancy of the past, the
bold decision taken to knock down the
original Chapel of Ease and build the
church we have now. Our aim is to involve
the community in these celebrations.
There is a big difference from many
commemorations in our intention and
action. As Christians we are looking ahead
to the coming decades. We want a church
building suitable for 21st century purposes
which will be welcoming, presenting a
positive image of the faith we proclaim.
So we aim to be clear that the Stewardship
campaign – Stepping Forward in Faith
2019 is about our normal day to day,
month to month, year by year living as a
congregation. 2021 vision will be about
doing something unique to develop our
building – in a sense a one of time for
fundraising and renewal of commitment.
2021 will reach out far beyond the
congregation to seek financial support and
engagement. The congregation of course,
will be crucial in all our efforts. As we
move ahead from a Kirk Session conference
much more information will come before
the congregation about the ideas and
plans for 2021 Vision.

ORDINATION
I would like to share
this happy occasion
with Oban Parish
Church. With thanks
for having me on
placement at your
church. God bless
you all.
Rev Fiona,
Drumnadrochit

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
AT KILMORE & OBAN
Thursday 3rd October

19.00

PC

Preparatory Service
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Sunday, 6th October (Hope Kitchen next week)

10.30

PC

12.00

K

Morning Worship with
Communion (Harvest)
Morning Worship with
Communion (Harvest)

Monday, 7th October

14.00

Dunmar Court service with Communion

Wednesday 9th October (Hope Kitchen today)

15.00

PC

Holy Communion (20 minute
service followed by tea and coffee)

Sunday, 13th October

10.30

PC

Morning Worship

Sunday, 20th October

10.30

PC

14.00

PC

Morning Worship with
Sacrament of Baptism
Gaelic Service

Sunday 27th October

10.00
10.30

CC
PC

Family Faithshare
Morning Worship

KEY: CC – Church Centre
K – Kilmore Kirk
PC – Oban Parish Church

EDITORIAL:

Ken MacColl

OPEN DOORS

Our next edition will be available
on Sunday 27th October 2019.

Open Doors is a worldwide ministry supporting Christians and Churches
who are living under severe religious persecution. At the recent Argyll
Convention Mark Hinde outlined he present alarming situation. There are
more than 245 million Christians around the world who are persecuted for
their faith.

Copy and photographs should be at the
Church Office or sent direct to the editor

Photographs and short news items
are always welcome.

Of the fifty or so countries in this category the worst offender is North Korea
followed closely by Afghanistan and Somalia. North Korea is the most
dangerous place in the world to be a Christian, If a Christian is discovered
they face arrest, imprisonment in horrific labour camps and even death.
Despite the risk the church in North Korea is growing.

Ken MacColl (01631) 566515
or kenmaccoll@btinternet.com

Our persecuted family risk everything to share the good news. We should
not be complacent about our freedom to worship as and when we want.

at kenmaccoll@btinternet.com
by Monday 21st October 2019.

To learn more visit www.opendoorsuk.org

Chris Hammond

